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Registration Period Extended for Data Controllers Required to Register with
VERBIS Based on Their 2025 Annual Financial Balance Sheet Total

The Personal Data Protection Authority
(Authority) announced that the registra-
tion period has been extended for data
controllers that became subject to the
obligation to register with the Data Con-
trollers’ Registry (VERBIS) based on their
2025 annual financial balance sheet to-
tal. Pursuant to the Personal Data Pro-
tection Law No. 6698 (KVKK) and the
Regulation on the Data Controllers’ Reg-
istry, data controllers are required to
register with VERBIS within thirty days
following the date on which the registra-
tion obligation arises. Accordingly, as the
deadline for submitting 2025 corporate
tax returns was 30 April 2026, the thirty-
day registration period commenced as
of that date.

Within this scope, the obligation to reg-
ister with VERBIS applies to data con-
trollers whose principal activity does not
involve the processing of special catego-
ries of personal data and whose annual
financial balance sheet total is TRY 100
million or more, as well as to data con-
trollers whose principal activity involves
the processing of special categories of
personal data and whose annual finan-
cial balance sheet total is TRY 10 million
or more.

With its Decision dated 13 May 2026
and numbered 2026/1026, the Person-
al Data Protection Board (Board) deter-
mined that, as the final week of the thir-
ty-day registration period coincided with

the Eid al-Adha holiday, the deadline for
registration and notification was set as 5
June 2026. Accordingly, data controllers
falling within the relevant scope were
required to complete their VERBIS reg-
istration and notification procedures by
that date.

You may access the public announcement
published by the Authority in Turkish here.


https://www.kvkk.gov.tr/Icerik/8752/2025-yili-mali-bilanco-toplami-bakimindan-sicile-kayit-yukumlulugu-dogan-kurumlar-vergisi-mukellefi-tuzel-kisi-veri-sorumlularinin-verbis-kayit-suresi-hakkinda-kamuoyu-duyurusu
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The Board Published a Principle Decision on the Processing
of Biometric Data for Attendance Tracking

The Board’s “Principle Decision on the
Processing of Biometric Data for Atten-
dance Tracking” was published in the
Official Gazette dated 2 June 2026 and
numbered 33268. Through the Principle
Decision, the processing of employees’
biometric data for attendance tracking
purposes was assessed. The Board stat-
ed that, although employers are obliged
to monitor employees’ working hours,
there is no explicit legal provision pro-
viding for such monitoring to be carried
out through the processing of biometric
data.

The Board also assessed that, due to
the imbalance of power inherent in the
employer-employee relationship, the ex-
plicit consent obtained from employees

does not constitute a sufficient legal ba-
sis; and that, even where valid explic-
it consent has been obtained, the pro-
cessing of biometric data for attendance
tracking purposes would not be compat-
ible with the principle of proportionality
where less intrusive alternative methods
are available. For this reason, the Board
decided that attendance tracking should
be carried out through alternative meth-
ods such as password-protected cards,
PIN codes, RFID/NFC cards, or atten-
dance sheets.

You may access the Principle Decision in
Turkish here and our announcement on
this topic here.

Public Announcement on the Use of Security Cameras in Apartment

Buildings Published

The Authority published a public an-
nouncement on 8 June 2026 regarding
the use of security camera systems
in apartment buildings and residential
complexes. The Authority stated that re-
cording images through security came-
ras constitutes a personal data proces-
sing activity and that camera systems
must be used in compliance with the
KVKK and Condominium Law No. 634.

The announcement emphasized that ca-
meras should be positioned in a manner
that does not violate individuals’ privacy,
that facial recognition and audio recor-

ding features should not be used, that
recordings should be retained only for
the period necessary, that they should
be protected against unauthorized ac-
cess, and that the obligation to inform
should be fulfilled.

You may access the Authority’s public
announcement in Turkish here and our
announcement on this topic here.


https://www.kvkk.gov.tr/Icerik/8769/apartmanlarda-guvenlik-kamerasi-sistemi-kullaniminda-dikkat-edilecek-hususlara-dair-kamuoyu-duyurusu
https://www.erdem-erdem.av.tr/bilgi-bankasi/kisisel-verileri-koruma-kurumundan-apartmanlarda-guvenlik-kamerasi-sistemlerinin-kullanimina-iliskin-kamuoyu-duyurusu
https://www.resmigazete.gov.tr/eskiler/2026/06/20260602-3.pdf
https://www.erdem-erdem.av.tr/bilgi-bankasi/mesai-takibi-amaciyla-biyometrik-veri-islenmesi-hakkinda-ilke-karari-yayimlandi
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Public Announcement on the Use of Security Cameras in

Workplaces Published

The Authority published a public an-
nouncement on 8 June 2026 regarding
the use of security camera systems in
workplaces.

The announcement emphasized that se-
curity cameras may be used for legiti-
mate purposes such as ensuring work-
place security, occupational health and
safety, and the prevention of crimes;
however, cameras should not be used
for the purpose of monitoring employ-
ees’ attendance, performance, or gener-
al conduct. It was also stated that cam-

eras should not be installed in private
areas such as toilets, changing rooms,
and rest areas; that audio recording
should not be used unless its necessity
has been demonstrated; that recordings
should be retained only for the period
necessary; and that the obligations re-
garding the obligation to inform and data
security should be fulfilled.

You may access the Authority’s public
announcement in Turkish here and our
announcement on this topic here.

Public Announcement on Live Broadcasts Conducted by
Municipalities for Tourism Promotion Published

The Authority published a public an-
nouncement on 23 June 2026 regard-
ing the live broadcasting over the inter-
net of images obtained through cameras
installed by municipalities in public ar-
eas such as streets, squares, parks, and
beaches for tourism promotion purpos-
es. The Authority stated that live broad-
casts containing personal data, such
as individuals’ faces or vehicle licence
plates, constitute a personal data pro-
cessing activity even where the images
are not recorded.

The Authority assessed that municipali-
ties’ duties and powers relating to tour-
ism and promotional activities do not, in

themselves, constitute a legal basis for
such practices and that live broadcasts
accessible to an unlimited number of in-
dividuals are not proportionate. For this
reason, it was stated that the existing
live broadcasts that enable individuals
to be identified should be discontinued
immediately and that promotional activi-
ties should be carried out through alter-
native methods that do not involve the
processing of personal data.

You may access the public
announcement published by the
Authority in Turkish here and our
announcement on this topic here.


https://www.kvkk.gov.tr/Icerik/8777/belediyelerin-turistik-tanitim-amaciyla-yaptigi-canli-yayinlar-hakkinda-kamuoyu-duyurusu
https://www.erdem-erdem.av.tr/bilgi-bankasi/kisisel-verileri-koruma-kurumu-kaza-magdurlarinin-kisisel-verileri-ile-belediyelerin-canli-yayin-uygulamalarina-iliskin-duzenlemeler-yayimladi
https://www.kvkk.gov.tr/Icerik/8770/is-yerlerinde-guvenlik-kamerasi-sistemi-kullaniminda-dikkat-edilecek-hususlara-dair-kamuoyu-duyurusu
https://www.erdem-erdem.av.tr/bilgi-bankasi/is-yerlerinde-guvenlik-kamerasi-kullanimina-iliskin-kvkk-kamuoyu-duyurusu
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The Principle Decision on the Processing of Personal Data

of Accident Victims Was Published

The Board’s “Principle Decision on the
Processing of Personal Data of Acci-
dent Victims” was published in the Offi-
cial Gazette dated 1 July 2026 and num-
bered 33297. In the Principle Decision,
the Board made assessments regarding
contacting accident victims against their
wishes and the unlawful processing of
their personal data.

The Board stated that the personal data
of accident victims may only be pro-
cessed for the purpose of carrying out
post-accident procedures and in accor-
dance with the personal data process-
ing conditions set out under the KVKK.

It was emphasized that insurance loss
adjusters may use such data only within
the scope of their statutory duties and
powers, and that the transfer of such
data to unauthorized persons may give
rise to administrative and criminal liabil-
ity. It was also stated that data control-
lers should restrict access in accordance
with the principle of least privilege and
implement the necessary technical and
administrative measures.

You may access the Principle Decision
in Turkish here, and our announcement
on this topic here.

The Authority Published the Guide on the Processing
of Personal Data in Reality Show Programs

The Authority published the “Guide on
the Processing of Personal Data in Live-
Broadcast Reality Show Programs”, pre-
pared in cooperation with RTUK, on 12
May 2026. The Guide explains how per-
sonal data processing activities carried
out during the preparation, broadcast-
ing, and post-broadcast stages of such
programs should be assessed under the
KVKK.

The Guide states that personal data pro-
cessing activities falling within the scope
of freedom of expression may be exempt
from the KVKK; however, this exemption
does not apply where the right to pri-
vacy or personality rights are violated,
or where the processing constitutes a
criminal offence. It was further stated
that such assessment should be made

on a case-by-case basis by consider-
ing the balance between public interest,
timeliness, accuracy, and the essence of
the content and the way it is presented.

The Guide also explains that, in out-
sourced productions, the broadcaster
and the producer may jointly act as data
controllers; that individuals participating
in the program in person or by telephone
should be duly informed; and that the
obligations relating to personal data pro-
cessing conditions, data security, trans-
fer, retention, and destruction should be
complied with.

You may access the Guide published by
the Authority in Turkish here.


https://www.resmigazete.gov.tr/eskiler/2026/07/20260701-15.pdf
https://www.resmigazete.gov.tr/eskiler/2026/07/20260701-15.pdf
https://www.kvkk.gov.tr/SharedFolderServer/CMSFiles/MTZhMDMwNmYyNjU3ZWY.pdf
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The HSK Designated Specialized Courts for Cases Concerning the
Decisions of the KVKK and the Competition Authority

The Council of Judges and Prosecu-
tors (HSK) published its Decision dated
20 April 2026 and numbered 890, which
designates the specialized courts having
jurisdiction over cases arising from the
decisions of certain regulatory and su-
pervisory authorities, in the Official Ga-
zette dated 22 April 2026 and numbered
33232. Accordingly, as of 1 June 2026,
actions brought against the decisions
of the Board will be heard by the An-
kara 12th, 14th and 15th Administrative
Courts, while cases arising from the de-

cisions of the Competition Authority will
be heard by the Ankara 10th, 13th and
25th Administrative Courts.

Cases filed before this date and current-
ly pending will be concluded before the
existing courts, whereas new cases will
be transferred to the designated spe-
cialized courts.

You may access the HSK Decision in
Turkish here.

Amendments Aimed at the Protection of Children

in the Digital Environment Published

With Law No. 7578 on the Amendment of
the Social Services Law and Certain Oth-
er Laws (Amendment Law), published in
the Official Gazette dated 1 May 2026,
amendments were made to Law No. 5651
on the Regulation of Publications on the
Internet and Combating Crimes Com-
mitted by Means of Such Publications.
Accordingly, social network providers
are required not to provide services to
children under the age of 15 and to take
the necessary measures, including age
verification. In addition, obligations were
introduced regarding the provision of
differentiated services for children who
have attained the age of 15, the provision
of parental control tools, and the preven-
tion of misleading advertisements.

The Amendment Law also defines the
fundamental concepts relating to games
and introduces obligations regarding
age ratings and parental control tools for
gaming platforms, as well as the appoint-
ment of a representative in Tlrkiye by
foreign-based gaming platforms meet-
ing certain conditions. The provisions
introducing sanctions such as adminis-
trative fines, advertising bans, and the
reduction of internet traffic bandwidth in
the event of non-compliance will enter
into force on 1 November 2026.

You may access the Amendment Law in
Turkish here.


https://www.resmigazete.gov.tr/eskiler/2026/04/20260422-5.pdf
https://www.resmigazete.gov.tr/eskiler/2026/05/20260501-1.htm
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Significant Amendments Made to the Regulation on Commercial
Advertising and Unfair Commercial Practices

With the Regulation Amending the Reg-
ulation on Commercial Advertising and
Unfair Commercial Practices, published
in the Official Gazette dated 1 July
2026 and numbered 33297, significant
amendments were made to commer-
cial advertisements, particularly digital
advertising.

Under the Regulation, which entered into
force on 1 August 2026, it has become
mandatory to clearly disclose the use of
artificial intelligence or the inclusion of
digital characters indistinguishable from
humans where they are likely to sig-
nificantly affect consumers’ economic
behavior. Advertisements creating the
impression that Al-generated digital rep-
licas of real persons have experienced,
used, or recommended a good or ser-
vice contrary to the truth have also been
prohibited.

In targeted advertising, consumers must
be informed, in an easily accessible man-
ner, of the criteria according to which
an advertisement is displayed and how
those criteria may be changed. In ad-
dition, targeted advertising directed at
children through profiling based on per-
sonal data has been prohibited. Amend-
ments were also made to the Regulation
concerning environmental claims, social
media influencers, discounted sales, and
consumer reviews.

You may access the Regulation in
Turkish here, and our announcement on
this topic here.


https://www.resmigazete.gov.tr/eskiler/2026/07/20260701-9.htm
https://www.erdem-erdem.av.tr/bilgi-bankasi/ticari-reklam-ve-haksiz-ticari-uygulamalar-yonetmeliginde-kapsamli-degisiklikler-yapildi
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Amendments Made to the Regulation of Personal Health Data

With the amendment published in the
Official Gazette dated 4 July 2026 and
numbered 33300, the procedures regar-
ding the correction of personal health
data and the reassessment of previous
diagnoses based on an individual’s cur-
rent health condition were regulated.

Under the new amendment, previous di-
agnoses may be reassessed based on
an individual’s current health condition.
Where it is determined that the current
health condition does not confirm the
previous diagnosis, without prejudice to
the special provisions set out under the
relevant legislation, the current medical

board report will be taken as the basis
in all processes, particularly recruitment
processes.

In addition, it was provided that these
procedures will be reflected in the re-
cords of healthcare service providers.
Updates to the databases of other insti-
tutions and organizations will be asses-
sed within the framework of their own
legislation.

You may access the Regulation in
Turkish here, and our announcement on
this topic here.

Significant Amendments Made to Subscription Procedures in

the Electronic Communications Sector

With the Regulation Amending the Regu-
lation on the Identity Verification Process
of Applicants in the Electronic Communi-
cations Sector, published in the Official
Gazette dated 11 June 2026 and num-
bered 33277 and entered into force on
25 June 2026, significant amendments
were made to identity verification pro-
cedures for electronic communications
subscriptions.

Under the Regulation, identity verifica-
tion methods were revised, and alter-
native methods, including verification
through the e-Devlet Kapisi, visual, pas-
sword-based or fingerprint verificati-
on using electronic identity documents,
transaction-specific video verificati-

on for in-person applications, and ve-
rification through the Directorate Ge-
neral of Migration Management, were
introduced.

With respect to foreign applicants, it was
if applicants who do not hold an identity
document with electronic identity verifi-
cation capability will be verified through
the Directorate General of Migration Ma-
nagement, while holders of certain fore-
ign mission identity cards will be verified
through the e-Devlet Kapisi via the Mi-
nistry of Foreign Affairs.

You may access the Regulation in
Turkish here.


https://www.resmigazete.gov.tr/eskiler/2026/06/20260611-4.htm
https://www.resmigazete.gov.tr/eskiler/2026/07/20260704-9.htm
https://www.erdem-erdem.av.tr/bilgi-bankasi/kisisel-saglik-verileri-hakkinda-yonetmelikte-degisiklik-yapildi
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New Regulation on Cybersecurity in Nuclear Facilities Entered into Force

The Regulation on Cybersecurity in Nu-
clear Facilities, prepared by the Nuclear
Regulatory Authority, was published in
the Official Gazette dated 5 May 2026
and entered into force. The Regulation
sets out the procedures and principles
regarding the planning, implementation,
and management of cybersecurity in
nuclear facilities, and introduces obliga-
tions for organizations to prepare cyber-
security plans, manage critical digital as-
sets based on risk, ensure supply chain
security, and establish cyber incident re-
sponse processes.

The Regulation also requires cyber in-
cidents affecting or are likely to affect
security, safety, or nuclear security to

be reported immediately to the Nucle-
ar Regulatory Authority and the Cyber-
security Directorate. It further provides
that, within five business days follow-
ing the detection of the incident, a re-
port containing the causes, effects, and
measures taken in relation to the inci-
dent must be submitted to the Author-
ity. The Regulation also requires organi-
zations authorized or having applied for
authorization before its entry into force
to prepare and submit compliance action
plans to the Authority within six months.

You may access the Regulation in
Turkish here.

The Board Approved the First Binding Corporate Rules Application

In its announcement published on 21
May 2026, the Authority stated that the
Binding Corporate Rules application
submitted by Sosyo-Plus Bilgi Bilisim
Teknolojileri Danigsmanlik Hizmetleri A.S.
had been assessed under Article 9/4(b)
of the KVKK and approved by the Board
on 20 May 2026.

The decision is significant as it marks the
first approval of Binding Corporate Rules
by the Board in Turkiye. Binding Corpo-
rate Rules constitute one of the appropri-

ate safeguards available for cross-bor-
der transfers of personal data between
companies belonging to the same group
of undertakings.

You may access the Authority’s
announcement in Turkish here.


https://www.resmigazete.gov.tr/eskiler/2026/05/20260505-2.htm
https://www.kvkk.gov.tr/Icerik/8757/baglayici-sirket-kurallari-basvurusu-hakkinda-duyuru
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The Constitutional Court Issued a Significant Decision on the Principle of
Legality in Administrative Fines Imposed under the KVKK

The Constitutional Court's decision
dated 27 January 2026 and numbered
2020/32193 was published in the Official
Gazette dated 16 June 2026 and num-
bered 33282. In the decision, the Board
Decision imposing an administrative fine
on the grounds that publicly disclosed
personal data had been used for purpos-
es contrary to the purpose of disclosure
was assessed in light of the principle of
legality of crimes and penalties.

The Court held that neither the criterion
of “use in accordance with the purpose
of disclosure” nor the sanction applica-

ble in the event of non-compliance with
that criterion was expressly regulated
under the KVKK. It therefore conclud-
ed that imposing an administrative fine
based on a criterion not clearly set out
in law violated the principle of legality of
offences and penalties safeguarded un-
der Article 38 of the Constitution.

You may access the decision here, and
our announcement provides detailed
information on this topic here.

AWS Local Zone in Istanbul Becomes Generally Available

On 20 May 2026, Amazon Web Services
(AWS) announced the general availabil-
ity of its AWS Local Zone in Istanbul. The
AWS Local Zone enables certain cloud
computing, networking and storage ser-
vices to be provided in Turkiye, allow-
ing customers to run low-latency appli-
cations and to store and process data
relating to supported workloads with-
in Turkiye. In addition, Amazon S3 and
Amazon EBS Local Snapshots services
have been made available in an AWS Lo-
cal Zone in the Europe, Middle East and
Africa (EMEA) region for the first time.
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The Istanbul Local Zone supports use
cases requiring low latency and data
residency, including those in the finan-
cial services, gaming, retail and human
resources sectors, while operating in
integration with the Europe (Frankfurt)
Region.

You may access the announcement
here.


https://www.resmigazete.gov.tr/eskiler/2026/06/20260616-9.pdf
https://www.resmigazete.gov.tr/eskiler/2026/06/20260616-9.pdf
https://aws.amazon.com/tr/blogs/turkey/acildik-aws-local-zone-istanbulda/
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The European Data Protection Board Published a Standard Template and an
Explanatory Document on Data Protection Impact Assessments (DPIAs)

The European Data Protection Board
(EDPB) adopted, on 10 March 2026, a
Template and an Explainer on the use
of the Template for Data Protection Im-
pact Assessments (DPIA) to be carried
out under the General Data Protection
Regulation (GDPR). The documents were
published on 14 April 2026 and opened
for public consultation until 9 June 2026.

The Template covers the main stages
of the DPIA process, including the de-
scription of the processing activity, legal
bases, the assessment of necessity and
proportionality, risk analysis, and techni-
cal and administrative measures to miti-
gate risks. The Explainer explains how
the Template should be completed and
the key points to be considered during
the process.

You may access the DPIA Template
published by the EDPB here and the
Explainer here.

11


https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.edpb.europa.eu%2Fsystem%2Ffiles%2F2026-05%2Fedpb_dpia_template_2026_v1_en.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://www.edpb.europa.eu/system/files/2026-05/edpb_dpia_template_explainer_2026_v1_en.pdf
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The Spanish Data Protection Authority Issued a Decision on the Installation
of Monitoring Applications on Employees’ Personal Mobile Phones

The Spanish Data Protection Authority
(AEPD) issued a decision concerning a
transport company that used four moni-
toring applications on company-issued,
or employees’ personal mobile phones
used for work purposes. During the in-
vestigation, it was determined that the
applications continuously monitored
employees’ activities and that two of the
applications had access to location data,
physical condition data, photographs,
and videos.

The AEPD assessed that the company
encouraged employees to use their per-

sonal mobile phones and, therefore, that
the consent provided by the employ-
ees was not based on free will. It further
found that the data processed by the
applications exceeded what was neces-
sary for the performance of work. Ac-
cordingly, a total administrative fine of
EUR 200,000 was imposed on the com-
pany for violating the principle of data
minimization, the lawful processing con-
dition, and the obligation to inform.

You may access the full text of the
decision in Spanish here.

The AEPD Imposed an Administrative Fine on a University for Using Facial
Recognition Technology in Online Examinations

The AEPD issued a decision concerning
a university that used facial recognition
technology to verify students’ identities
in online examinations and conducted
monitoring through video and audio re-
cordings during the examination. The
AEPD found that the explicit consent for
the processing of biometric data had not
been given freely and that the Data Pro-
tection Impact Assessment (DPIA) had
been carried out after the processing
activity had commenced.

The AEPD imposed a total administra-
tive fine of EUR 200,000 on the univer-
sity for the unlawful processing of bio-
metric data and the breach of the DPIA
obligation.

You may access the decision in Spanish
here.


https://www.aepd.es/documento/ps-00454-2024.pdf
https://thedpo.eu/es/decisions/907b4043-64ac-4ba4-9093-445b896b9aec
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The European Commission Published the Final Code of Practice on the
Transparency of Al-Generated Content

On 10 June 2026, the European Commis-
sion published the Code of Practice on
Transparency of Al-Generated Content
(Code of Practice) to support the imp-
lementation of the transparency obliga-
tions under Article 50 of the EU Artifi-
cial Intelligence Act (Al Act). The Code
of Practice includes measures for the la-
belling and detection of Al-generated or
manipulated content, as well as the la-
belling of deep-fakes and certain texts
relating to matters of public interest.

Together with the final text, the Europe-
an Union also published a common set
of icons that may be used for the label-
ling of Al-generated content. The Euro-
pean Commission and the Al Office con-

sidered the Code of Practice to be an
appropriate voluntary tool supporting
compliance with Article 50 of the Al Act.

The relevant transparency obligations
apply as of 2 August 2026 with respect
to Al systems placed on the market as of
that date; the labelling and detection ob-
ligations applicable to providers of sys-
tems placed on the market before that
date will apply as of 2 December 2026.

You may access the Code of Practice
here and our previous bulletin containing
detailed information on its content here.

European Commission Opens Draft Guidelines on High-Risk Al Systems for

Public Consultation

On 19 May 2026, the European Commis-
sion published draft guidelines on the
classification of high-risk Al systems un-
der the Al Act and opened them for pub-
lic consultation. The draft guidelines aim
to assist providers and deployers in de-
termining whether an Al system should
be classified as high-risk.

The draft guidelines include explana-
tions and examples concerning the hi-
gh-risk categories set out in Article 6 of
the Al Act. Following the conclusion of
the initial consultation on 23 June 2026,
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the Commission revised the draft con-
sidering the feedback received and the
input of the Al Board and conducted a
second targeted consultation, which re-
mained open until 23 July 2026. The final
guidelines have not yet been adopted.

You may access the draft Guidelines
here, and our article provides detailed
information on the content of the initial
draft here.


https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/policies/code-practice-ai-generated-content#1720699867912-0
https://www.erdem-erdem.av.tr/bilgi-bankasi/kisisel-verilerin-korunmasi-bulteni-2026-1-ceyrek
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/library/draft-commission-guidelines-classification-high-risk-ai-systems
https://www.erdem-erdem.av.tr/bilgi-bankasi/yuksek-riskli-yapay-zeka-sistemlerinin-siniflandirilmasina-iliskin-taslak-komisyon-kilavuzu-yayimlandi
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EU Al Omnibus Regulation Enters into Force

Regulation (EU) 2026/1744, commonly
referred to as the Al Omnibus, entered
into force on 27 July 2026. While main-
taining the core safeguards established
under the Al Act, the Regulation aims
to simplify compliance obligations, en-
hance legal certainty and support inno-
vation in the field of artificial intelligence.

Under the Regulation, the application
dates of certain obligations concerning
high-risk Al systems have been post-
poned, the scope of regulatory sand-
boxes has been expanded, and certain

requirements relating to Al literacy, con-
formity assessment procedures and reg-
istration in the EU database have been
simplified.

You may access the text of the
Regulation here and the European
Commission’s explanations on the
Regulation here, and our brochure
providing detailed information on this
topic here.

The European Commission Announced That the European Union
Age Verification Solution is Ready for Use

The European Commission announced
that the age verification solution devel-
oped to support the implementation of
the Digital Services Act (DSA) and the
protection of children in the online en-
vironment became technically ready for
use as of 15 April 2026. The solution en-
ables users to prove that they meet the
required age threshold without sharing
their identity, exact age, or other per-
sonal information with online platforms.

The open-source solution is based on
the same technical specifications as the
European Digital Identity Wallets. By its
Recommendation dated 29 April 2026,
the Commission called on Member
States to make the solution available by
the end of 2026, either as a standalone
application or by integrating it into digital
identity wallets.

] V o

You may access the European
Commission’s announcement here, and
the text of the Recommendation here.


https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:L_202601744
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/news/ai-omnibus-enters-force
https://www.erdem-erdem.av.tr/bilgi-bankasi/avrupa-birligi-yapay-zeka-yasasinda-onemli-degisiklikler-digital-omnibus-anlasmasi-ile-guncellenen-uygulama-takvimi
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/policies/eu-age-verification
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reco/2026/1035/oj
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Current Developments in the World

The U.S. Department of Defense Expanded Its Artificial Intelligence
Collaboration with Eight Companies, Including Google

The United States (U.S.) Department
of Defense announced on 1 May 2026
that it had entered into agreements with
eight technology companies, including
Google, for the use of their artificial in-
telligence systems in classified military
networks. Under the agreements, artifi-
cial intelligence systems are intended to
be used for lawful operational purpos-
es in classified networks at IL6 and IL7
levels.

You may access the official
announcement published by the U.S.
Department of Defense here.

The EDPB Published Draft Guidelines on the Processing of
Personal Data for Scientific Research Purposes

On 16 April 2026, the European Data
Protection Board (EDPB) adopted Draft
Guidelines 1/2026 on Processing of Per-
sonal Data for Scientific Research Pur-
poses and opened them for public con-
sultation until 25 June 2026. The Draft
Guidelines aim to clarify the application
of the GDPR provisions relating to scien-
tific research.

The Draft Guidelines address the main
criteria to be considered in determining
whether an activity qualifies as scientif-
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ic research, further processing activities
carried out for scientific research pur-
poses, broad and dynamic consent, data
subject rights, and safeguards such as
anonymization and pseudonymization.

You may access the Draft Guidelines
here.


https://www.edpb.europa.eu/system/files/2026-05/edpb_guidelines_202601_scientificresearch_en.pdf
https://www.war.gov/News/Releases/Release/Article/4475177/classified-networks-ai-agreements/
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Current Developments from Tiirkiye

The French Data Protection Authority Published a Guide on Retention

Periods for Human Resources Data

The French Data Protection Authority
(CNIL) published, on 2 April 2026, the
Reference Guide on Retention Periods
for Personal Data in Human Resources
Processes (Référentiel — Durées de con-
servation des données personnelles —
Gestion des ressources humaines). The
Guide sets out the mandatory retention
periods under French legislation appli-
cable to common human resources ac-
tivities, as well as the active retention
and intermediate archiving periods rec-
ommended by the CNIL.

For example, the Guide states that the
personal data of unsuccessful job ap-

plicants may be retained in intermediate
archives for five years from the date on
which the position is filled for use as evi-
dence in potential discrimination claims.
It also states that the personal data of
individuals included in a candidate pool
may be retained actively for up to two
years from the last contact, provided
that the individual does not object or
consent to such retention.

You may access the French
announcement published by the CNIL
here.

CNIL Highlights Privacy Risks Associated with Smart Glasses and

Announces Its Action Plan

In a statement published on 29 June
2026, CNIL published its assessments
on the risks posed by smart glasses
equipped with sensors such as cameras
and microphones and capable of oper-
ating in integration with artificial intelli-
gence systems to the protection of per-
sonal data and privacy and launched an
action plan aimed at ensuring the com-
pliance of such devices with the applica-
ble legislation. CNIL noted that the abil-
ity of smart glasses to record the images
and voices of individuals in their sur-
roundings without their awareness pos-
es significant risks in terms of the viola-
tion of privacy and the normalization of
widespread surveillance.
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CNIL announced that it plans to address
the matter with other European data
protection authorities within the EDPB,
as well as with other relevant public au-
thorities. CNIL also published a set of
initial good practice recommendations
for users, including informing individu-
als in the vicinity about the use of smart
glasses, disabling device functionalities
when they are not necessary, refraining
from using such devices in areas where
individuals have a heightened expecta-
tion of privacy, and obtaining individuals’
consent for the use of photographs or
videos in which they appear.

You may access CNIL's announcement
here.


https://www.cnil.fr/fr/referentiel-durees-conservation-donnees-rh
https://www.cnil.fr/en/smart-glasses-cnil-calls-vigilance
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Current Developments in the World

The Belgian Data Protection Authority Imposed an Administrative
Fine on a Public Water Utility for Call Recordings and Employee

Monitoring Applications

In its decision dated 12 May 2026, the
Belgian Data Protection Authority (APD)
identified several GDPR infringements in
connection with the recording and moni-
toring of calls by the public water util-
ity (Société Wallonne des Eaux - SWDE)
for quality control and employee training
purposes. While the APD accepted that
routine call recording could be based on
the performance of a task carried out in
the public interest, it found that three
calls recorded for the purpose of test-
ing the system were unlawful. It was also

concluded that employees and callers
had not been adequately informed that
appropriate measures had not been im-
plemented to ensure the deletion of re-
cordings within one month, and that the
data protection impact assessment had
not been carried out in a timely manner.

You may access the French text of the
decision here.

The Romanian Data Protection Authority Imposed an Administrative Fine on
ING Bank for the Unauthorized Disclosure of an Account Statement

Following an investigation concluded in
March 2026, the Romanian Data Protec-
tion Authority (ANSPDCP) found that ING
Bank NV Amsterdam — Bucharest Branch
had breached the data security require-
ments under Article 32 of the GDPR and
imposed an administrative fine of EUR
4,000.

The investigation revealed that a bank
employee had provided an unauthorized
third party with an account statement
containing the data subject’'s name, ad-
dress, IBAN and account transactions.
The Authority considered that the bank
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had failed to implement appropriate
technical and organizational measures
to ensure the confidentiality of personal
data. The bank was also ordered to bring
its processing activities into compliance
with the GDPR, adopt the necessary
safeguards and provide regular train-
ing for employees who process personal
data.

You may access the Romanian text of the
decision here.


https://www.autoriteprotectiondonnees.be/publications/decision-quant-au-fond-n0-102-2026.pdf
https://www.dataprotection.ro/?page=Comunicat_Presa_23.03.2026&lang=ro
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Current Developments from Tiirkiye

Italian Data Protection Authority Fines Poste Italiane and Postepay

EUR 12.5 Million

By its decision dated 17 April 2026, the
Italian Data Protection Authority imposed
administrative fines of EUR 6,624,000.00
on Poste ltaliane and EUR 5,877,000.00
on Postepay for the unlawful processing
of the personal data of millions of users
through the BancoPosta and Postepay
mobile applications. The Authority con-
sidered monitoring, for fraud prevention
purposes, of data relating to applications
installed and running on users’ mobile
devices to be disproportionate and ex-
cessively intrusive.

The decision also identified GDPR in-
fringements arising from inadequate in-

formation provided to users, the failure
to conduct an appropriate data protec-
tion impact assessment, insufficient
data security and retention measures,
and shortcomings concerning the ap-
pointment of the data processor. By its
decision dated 17 July 2026, the Rome
Court granted an interim injunction in re-
spect of the decision.

You may access information on the status
of the decision here.

The EDPB Adopted a Common Personal Data Breach Notification Template

At its plenary meeting held on 8-9 June
2026, the European Data Protection
Board (EDPB) adopted a common Per-
sonal Data Breach Notification Template
for use in personal data breach notifica-
tions under Article 33 of the GDPR. The
Template aims to harmonize and facilitate
the notification procedures of data con-
trollers and data protection authorities.

The Template aims to facilitate the timely
submission of notifications by data con-
trollers and the assessment of notifica-
tions by data protection authorities by
standardizing the information to be in-
cluded in personal data breach notifi-
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cations. In addition, through predefined
options and completion instructions, it is
intended to save time and costs, particu-
larly for small organizations that do not
have a data protection officer or a dedi-
cated legal department. The template
was open for public consultation until 5
August 2026.

I You may access the Template here.


https://www.garanteprivacy.it/home/docweb/-/docweb-display/docweb/10241568
https://www.edpb.europa.eu/system/files/2026-06/edpb_template_2026_data_breach_notification_v1.0_en.docx

Personal Data Protection Bulletin / 2026 - Second Quarter

Current Developments in the World

The ICO Published Its Final Guidance on
Storage and Access Technologies

The UK Information Commissioner’s Of-
fice (ICO) published, on 29 April 2026, its
final guidance on cookies, tracking pixels,
device fingerprinting, and similar stor-
age and access technologies. The Guid-
ance explains the rules to be complied
with under the Privacy and Electronic
Communications Regulations (PECR) in
the use of these technologies and how
the UK General Data Protection Regula-
tion (UK GDPR) applies where personal
data are processed. The Guidance also
addresses the amendments introduced
by the Data (Use and Access) Act 2025.

The ICO also stated that it will continue
its supervisory and enforcement activi-
ties aimed at increasing transparency
in the online tracking ecosystem and
strengthening individuals’ control over
their personal data.

You may access the relevant
announcement published by the ICO
here.
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https://ico.org.uk/about-the-ico/media-centre/news-and-blogs/2026/04/final-storage-and-access-technologies-guidance-published
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Disclaimer

All of the information, documents and evaluations set forth in this bulletin have been prepared by the Erdem &
Erdem Law Office for information purposes only. This bulletin cannot be used for advertising purposes, to soli-
cit business, or for any other purpose that is contrary to the Professional Rules for Attorneys. Unless expressly
permitted by Erdem & Erdem in writing, quoting, citing, or creating links to the content of this bulletin, or any
other full or partial use of this bulletin, is strictly prohibited. Erdem & Erdem possesses all intellectual property
rights attached to the information, documents, and evaluations in this bulletin and all rights are reserved.

20


mailto:sevgiunsal%40erdem-erdem.com?subject=
mailto:sevgiunsal%40erdem-erdem.com?subject=
mailto:ozanakman%40erdem-erdem.av.tr?subject=

01019101010001095 |
0 010001 a1 000 00U s
o 000011010188 011 : 101 0
VJ\ QU 2 t00"' 1
10101075 10001101048 1010110 % 010
1 10000 e 111“0"‘1 101»\ o1 010
: 0 :
10100001 RN
101 10100€ 01010 Il.ﬁ 9110?-11:_'~;.
0 FRO101 O L
0“\% 1 0110100 ,0 *10
1 oty 11 "
1110
hot111 1
ISTANBUL AMSTERDAM
Ferko Signature e
Buyukdere Caddesi, No. 175 Kat. 3 1476 Sokak, No. 2, D. 27, Aksoy S 0ffice 4.31, Strawinskylaan 457,
34394, Esentepe - Sisli, Istanbul Plaza Alsancak, Izmir 1077 XX Amsterdam
+90 212 29173 83 +90 232 464 66 76
+90 212 29173 82 +90 232 466 01 21 +31(0)20 747 1113
istanbul@erdem-erdem.av.tr izmir@erdem-erdem.com amsterdam@erdem-erdem.nl

www.erdem-erdem.av.tr


https://www.erdem-erdem.av.tr
mailto:istanbul%40erdem-erdem.av.tr?subject=
mailto:izmir%40erdem-erdem.com?subject=
mailto:amsterdam%40erdem-erdem.nl?subject=

