
The EU Data Act

O n  N o v em b e r  2 7,  2 0 2 3 ,  t h e  C o u n c i l  o f  t h e  
E u r o p e a n  U n i o n  a p p r o v e d  t h e  
t r a n s f o r m a t i v e  D a t a  A c t ,  e m p h a s i z i n g  f a i r  
d a t a  d i s t r i b u t i o n  i n  t h e  d i g i t a l  e c o n omy .  
T h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  f o c u s e s  o n  e n h a n c i n g  d a t a  
a c c e s s  a n d  r e u s e ,  p r om o t i n g  f a i r  d a t a -
s h a r i n g  p r a c t i c e s ,  a n d  s t i m u l a t i n g  a  
c om p e t i t i v e  d a t a  m a r k e t .



• Manufacturers and providers of connected products 
(i.e. physical products capable of collecting or 
generating data and transmitting product data 
relating to the Internet of Things, their use or 
environment) and/or services (i.e. digital services, 
including software, integrated into or associated with 
a connected product) placed on the market in the EU, 

• Real person and legal entity users of such products 
and services, 

• Data holders who provide data to recipients within 
the EU, 

• Data holders who have the right or obligation to use 
or make available the data,

• Providers of data processing services that provide 
such services to EU-based customers. 

Scope of the EU 
Data Act 
T h e  D a t a  A c t  s h a l l  a p p l y  t o ,  b u t  n o t  
l i m i t e d  t o ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a c t o r s :



T h e r e f o r e ,  c omp a n i e s  o p e r a t i n g  i n  
t h e  E U  o r  p r o v i d i n g  s e r v i c e s  t o  E U -
b a s e d  c u s t om e r s ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  
t e c h n o l o g y  a n d  s o f t w a r e  c o m p a n i e s ,  
a r e  o b l i g e d  t o  c o m p l y  w i t h  t h e  D a t a  
A c t  s t a n d a r d s .

Scope of the EU 
Data Act 



Scope of the EU 
Data Act 

The Data Act is designed to ensure 
that companies make all data, 
including non-personal data, 
accessible to other parties so that it 
can be reused for new purposes. The 
scope of the Data Act, the industry 
actors it affects and the obligations it 
imposes are extremely broad and may 
require significant engineering work 
for companies, including redesigning 
products to ensure compliance.



• The obligation for manufacturers to design 
their products placed on the market in such a 
way that the data generated by these 
products can be used free of charge and 
directly by the end user;

• Measures regulating the contractual terms in 
data sharing agreements between data 
holders and parties, such as users or third 
parties;

• Rights of access to and sharing of data 
generated through the use of connected 
products and related services;

• Obligations regarding the technical, legal, 
and organizational measures that providers 
of data processing services must take into 
account during the international transfer of 
non-personal data; 

Implications of the Data 
Act on Companies
T h e  D a t a  A c t  p r o v i d e s  f o r  a  n u m b e r  o f  
o b l i g a t i o n s  f o r  a c t o r s  i n  i t s  d o m a i n ,  
i n c l u d i n g :



Implications of the Data 
Act on Companies

• Various contractual, commercial, and 
technical requirements to facilitate 
switching between cloud, edge, and other 
providers of data processing services 
covering the same type of service;

• Obligations regarding the sharing of 
private sector data with public authorities 
and EU institutions or bodies in 
exceptional circumstances;

• Measures to encourage the development 
of interoperability standards for data 
sharing and data processing.

T h e  D a t a  A c t  p r o v i d e s  f o r  a  n u m b e r  o f  
o b l i g a t i o n s  f o r  a c t o r s  i n  i t s  d o m a i n ,  
i n c l u d i n g :



Implications of the Data 
Act on Companies

T h e  n e w  o b l i g a t i o n s  
e n v i s a g e d  m a y  r e q u i r e  
c o m p a n i e s  t o  m a k e  
p r e v i o u s l y  p r i v a t e l y  h e l d  
d a t a  a v a i l a b l e  t o  u s e r s  
a n d  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  n e w  
c o n t r a c t s  i n  c o m p l i a n c e  
w i t h  t h e  D a t a  A c t .  T h e s e  
o b l i g a t i o n s  a l s o  a p p l y  t o  
a  w i d e  r a n g e  o f  p r o d u c t s  
t h a t  g e n e r a t e  " n o n -
p e r s o n a l  d a t a "  ( e . g .  
i n d u s t r i a l  a n d  c o mm e r c i a l  
m a c h i n e r y  s u b j e c t  t o  s a l e  
b e t w e e n  c o m p a n i e s ) .  



Timeline

P o l i t i c a l  a g r e e m e n t  o n  t h e  
D a t a  A c t  w a s  r e a c h e d  o n  2 7  
J u n e  2 0 2 3  a n d  f o r m a l  
a p p r o v a l  w a s  g i v e n  b y  t h e  
C o u n c i l  o n  2 7  N o v e m b e r  
2 0 2 3 .  T h e  D a t a  A c t  w i l l  b e  
p u b l i s h e d  s o o n  i n  t h e  E U ' s  
o f f i c i a l  j o u r n a l  a n d  w i l l  
e n t e r  i n t o  f o r c e  o n  t h e  2 0 t h  
d a y  f o l l o w i n g  i t s  
p u b l i c a t i o n .

G e n e r a l  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  w i l l  
s t a r t  2 0  m o n t h s  a f t e r  
p u b l i c a t i o n ,  i . e .  t o w a r d s  
t h e  m i d d l e  o f  2 0 2 5 .  
H o w e v e r ,  s o m e  o b l i g a t i o n s  
f o r  c o n n e c t e d  p r o d u c t s  a n d  
r e l a t e d  s e r v i c e s  w i l l  a p p l y  
3 2  m o n t h s  l a t e r .

B u s i n e s s e s  a f f e c t e d  b y  t h e  
D a t a  A c t  s h o u l d  p r o a c t i v e l y  
a s s e s s  t h e  i m p a c t  o f  t h e  
r e g u l a t i o n  a n d  e s t a b l i s h  a n  
a c t i o n  p l a n  w i t h o u t  d e l a y  t o  
e n s u r e  f u l l  t e c h n i c a l ,  l e g a l ,  
a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
c o m p l i a n c e .



Timeline
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